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The emergency use authorisation (EUA) granted on April 26 to two COVID-19 vaccines — 

Corbevax for children 5-11 years, and Covaxin for children 6-11 years — is one more instance where the 

Indian drug regulator has acted in haste. Even if the EUA granted to Covaxin in January 2021 despite no 

safety and efficacy data of the phase-3 trial is condoned as a desperate measure in ensuring greater 

vaccine availability, the regulator clearly has no fig leaf to defend the greenlighting of the vaccines for 

children at this stage. Evidence from across the world after the deadly Delta variant and the extremely 

transmissive Omicron variant has shown that unlike adults, children in general, and little children in 

particular, do not suffer from severe disease. The ICMR’s fourth seroprevalence survey (June-July 2021) 

soon after the second wave peaked nationally found that 57.2% of children (6-9 years) and 61.6% of 

children (10-17 years) were infected by SARS-CoV-2 virus; seroprevalence among adults was 66.7%. 

Since vaccination of adolescents began only in early January 2022, the antibodies detected in children in 

mid-2021 were only from infection by the virus. The extremely infectious Omicron variant would have 

infected an even larger percentage of children. Yet, the number of severe cases and deaths in children 5-

11 years has been very low. True, with schools reopening, children could be at greater risk of contracting 

infection. But with natural infection found to offer protection across age groups, India could have waited 

for validation of the available evidence on the vaccines for children. 

Unlike in January 2021 when approving vaccines for adults as soon as possible was the highest 

priority, and hence the EUA based on fewer cases and short follow-ups was seen as a necessity, the 

situation is not the same now, especially in the case of children as young as five. Hence, the regulator’s 

urgency to greenlight vaccines for children under the EUA route is highly questionable. Clinical trial data 

of Corbevax for children 5-12 years were posted as a preprint, which is yet to be peer-reviewed, on the 

day approval was granted; trial data of Covaxin for children 2-18 years were posted as a preprint in 

December 2021. The Health Ministry had already set a precedent last month by clearing Corbevax for 

children 12-14 years without first seeking the approval of the National Technical Advisory Group on 

Immunisation (NTAGI), which clears vaccines for the national immunisation programme. With NTAGI 

clearly against approving vaccines for children, there is every likelihood of the expert body being ignored 

again. Also, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s message on April 27, a day after the EUA, that every eligible 

child should be vaccinated at the earliest might prompt the Health Ministry to sidestep the NTAGI once 

more, thus departing even more from evidence-based policy making. 

 

 Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) (noun) – 

a mechanism to facilitate the availability and 

use of medical countermeasures, including 

vaccines, during public health emergencies, 

such as the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 Corbevax (noun) – a COVID-19 vaccine 

candidate developed by Indian 

biopharmacutical firm Biological E. Biological 

E’s anti-coronavirus shot, Corbevax, is a RBD 

protein sub-unit vaccine and is currently 

undergoing phase 2/3 clinical trials on adults.  

 instance (noun) – occasion, occurrence, case. 

 drug  (noun) – medicine, medication. 

 regulator (noun) – an association that 

supervises a particular business activity. 

 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) 

to produce the desired beneficial effect; 

effectiveness, efficiency, power. 

 condone (verb) – approve, sanction, justify, 

vindicate, endorse. 

 desperate (adjective) – urgent, pressing, 

compelling; last-ditch, last-resort, last-minute, 

final. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 fig leaf (noun) – (figuratively) something that is 

used to hide an embarrassing situation or 

problem; disguise, camouflage, cover-up, 

shield, facade, veneer. 

 green light/green lighting (noun) – 

authorization, permission, approval, assent, 

consent. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (30
th

-MAY-2022) 

Emp. Code: 30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 deadly (adjective) – fatal, lethal, life-

threatening. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

(noun) – the apex body in India for the 

formulation, coordination and promotion of 

biomedical research, is one of the oldest 

medical research bodies in the world. As early 

as in 1911, the Government of India set up the 

Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) with 

the specific objective of sponsoring and 

coordinating medical research in the country. 

It was redesignated in 1949 as the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The ICMR 

is funded by the Government of India through 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

 seroprevalence (noun) – the number of 

persons in a population who test positive for a 

specific disease based on serology (blood 

serum) specimens. 

 adolescent (noun) – teenager, youngster, 

young person. 

 adult (noun) – grown person, grown-up 

person, mature person. 

 contract (verb) – develop, catch, become 

infected with, fall ill with, be taken ill with (a 

disease). 

 validation (noun) – approval, endorsement, 

acceptance, ratification. 

 follow-up (noun) – result, effect, conclusion, 

development, end product. 

 necessity (noun) – essential requirement, 

prerequisite, indispensable item, need. 

 green light (verb) – authorize, permit, approve, 

assent to, give consent to. 

 preprint (noun) – a full draft of a research 

paper that is shared publicly before it has been 

peer reviewed/has been sent to press for 

publication. 

 peer reviewed (adjective) – relating to a 

process by which something research or 

publication is evaluated by a group of experts 

in the appropriate field. 

 precedent (noun) – model, exemplar, example, 

pattern; previous example/instance, prior 

instance. 

 seek (verb) – ask for, request, appeal for, apply 

for; try to obtain, aim, attempt. 

 National Technical Advisory Group on 

Immunisation (NTAGI) (noun) – The National 

Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation 

(NTAGI) was established by an order of the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(MoHFW) in 2001. As India’s apex advisory 

body on immunization, the NTAGI provides 

guidance and advice to the MoHFW on 

provision of vaccination and immunization 

services for the effective control of vaccine 

preventable diseases in the country. The 

National Technical Advisory Group on 

Immunisation in India (NTAGI) fulfils a need for 

informing decision-making concerning the 

introduction of new vaccines and 

strengthening the Universal Immunisation 

Programme (UIP).   

 clear (verb) – authorize, permit, allow,  accept, 

endorse, sanction, give approval to, give 

consent to. 

 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby a 

person is made immune or resistant to an 

infectious disease, typically by the 

administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate 

the body’s own immune system to protect the 

person against subsequent infection or 

disease. 

 likelihood (noun) – probability, chance, 

prospect, possibility, likeliness feasibility. 

 prompt (verb) – give rise to, bring about, 

cause, produce, result in, lead to. 

 sidestep (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, 

circumvent, bypass, escape. 

 depart (verb) – deviate, diverge, digress, differ, 

vary, turn aside. 

 evidence-based (adjective) – relating to a 

conscientious (thorough &careful), problem-

solving approach to clinical practice that 

incorporates the best evidence from well-

designed studies, patient values and 

preferences, and a clinician’s expertise in 

making decisions about a patient’s care. 

 policymaking (noun) – the process of 

formulating policies, particularly in politics. 
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************************************************************************************* 

 

The conviction of Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s deposed State Counsellor and pro-democracy 

leader, in a corruption case, shows nothing but the desperation of the junta to silence her. For the 

military, which seems determined to destroy the Southeast Asian nation’s popular democracy, Ms. Suu 

Kyi, under house arrest ever since the February 2021 coup, remains the enemy number one. The 

conviction, in a kangaroo court, was based on the testimony of the former Chief Minister of Yangon who 

claimed that he had handed over to her $6,00,000 and gold in return for favours. The prosecution has 

presented no evidence. She was convicted earlier on five other charges and sentenced to six years in jail. 

In the corruption case, the court jailed her for five years. The junta has slapped more cases on her, with 

the clear objective of keeping the 76-year-old leader in prison. Since the coup, it has arrested 10,300 

political prisoners, including most of the elected lawmakers of Ms. Suu Kyi’s National League for 

Democracy. The forces have also killed at least 1,798 civilians and threatened to “annihilate” all 

opponents. 

Myanmar’s military is one of the most stubborn enemies of democracy and basic human 

freedoms, having ruled for nearly 50 years using brute force. But even in the darkest moments of 

Myanmar’s past, there was popular resistance. And over the past three decades, Ms. Kyi has been the 

embodiment of that resistance. Between 1989 and 2010, she spent 15 years under house arrest. The 

military, faced with international isolation and growing domestic anger, agreed to release her and share 

power with civilians through a quasi-democratic arrangement. They barred her from becoming 

President and reserved key portfolios, including the Defence Ministry, for the Generals. Still, the 2015 

and 2020 elections saw overwhelming public support for her party, and the country witnessed, barring 

the military crackdown on Rohingya Muslims, relative stability and growing economic opportunities. But 

the military was worried whether an increasingly popular and powerful Ms. Suu Kyi, after her second 

consecutive election, would clip its privileges. It was this fear that prompted the Generals to stage 

another coup. They may have succeeded in reversing Myanmar’s limited experiment with democracy, 

but the coup has also wreaked havoc on the country. The Opposition has taken up arms, pushing the 

country to the brink of civil war. A nationwide strike has crippled the country’s economy. The political 

opponents of the coup have also formed an alternative unity government. So far, the military has 

managed to cling on to power through sheer repression. But it is not a sustainable model. Even silencing 

Ms. Suu Kyi would not help the junta tighten its control over a divided, impoverished, and rebellious 

country. 

 

 junta (noun) – a military group that takes over 

the government by force. 

 tighten (verb) – increase, make stricter, make 

more rigorous, make more stringent,  stiffen, 

toughen. 

 rebellious (adjective) – rebel, insurgent, 

mutinous, disorderly, lawless, out of control, 

mutinying, rioting. 

 conviction (noun) – sentence, judgement, 

verdict. 

 depose (verb) – overthrow, overturn, topple, 

bring down, remove from office, remove, 

unseat, dethrone. 

 State Counsellor of Myanmar (noun) – The 

state counsellor of Myanmar was the title of 

the de facto (effective/actual) head of 

government of Myanmar, equivalent to a 

prime minister. The office is currently vacant 

following the arrest of the first and only state 

counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi, in the 2021 

Myanmar coup d’état. 

 desperation (noun) – recklessness, rashness, 

foolhardiness. 

 determined (adjective) – single-minded about, 

obsessive about, fixated on; adamant, 

stubborn, relentless. 
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 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime 

change, seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of 

power. 

 kangaroo court (noun) – a self-appointed & 

unofficial court by a group of people which 

conducts pseudo (false) judicial proceedings 

that are not legal. 

 testimony (noun) – evidence, proof, 

attestation/witness. 

 favour (noun) – good turn, kind act; 

favouritism,  partiality, unfair preference; 

backing, support, assistance. 

 prosecution (noun) – legal action, legal 

proceeding, legal case. 

 convict (verb) – punish, sentence; impose a 

sentence on, pronounce sentence on. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment. 

 sentence (verb) – punish, convict; impose a 

sentence on, pronounce sentence on. 

 slap (verb) – impose, put on, add. 

 objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose, 

target. 

 political prisoner (noun) – a person who is 

imprisoned/confined because they have 

opposed or criticized the government. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, ordinary 

citizen. 

 stubborn (adjective) – adamant, dogged, 

persistent,  inflexible, uncompromising, 

uncooperative, unaccommodating, unyielding. 

 brute (adjective) – crude, violent. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiance; 

refusal to accept, unwillingness to accept. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 embodiment (noun) – example, 

representation, symbol. 

 quasi- (combining form) – supposed, seeming, 

alleged, ostensible, purported, nominal, so-

called. 

 bar (verb) – ban, stop, prohibit. 

 reserve (verb) – retain, keep, hold. 

 portfolio (noun) – the area of responsibility 

(department) assigned to a Minister. 

 overwhelming (adjective) – very strong, 

forceful, profound. 

 witness (verb) – show, indicate, reveal; notice. 

 barring (preposition) – except, except for, 

apart from, other than, besides, excluding. 

 crackdown (noun) – clampdown, getting 

tough/severe measures, suppression. 

 Rohingya (noun) – an ethnic Muslim minority 

group, in western Myanmar (Burma). 

 relative (adjective) – reasonable, a fair degree 

of, considerable. 

 stability (noun) – firmness, solidity, steadiness, 

secureness, strength. 

 consecutive (adjective) – successive. 

 clip (verb) – remove, cut, detach. 

 privilege (noun) – pleasure, source of pleasure, 

source of pride, source of satisfaction. 

 prompt (verb) – give rise to, bring about, 

cause, produce, result in, lead to. 

 stage (verb) – cause to happen. 

 wreak (verb) – cause, inflict, bring about 

(disaster/danger). 

 havoc (noun) – destruction, damage, disaster. 

 take up arms (phrase) – fight, clash; engage in 

a fight/conflict/war. 

 brink (noun) – edge/verge/end (of something). 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized 

groups within the same state or country. 

 cripple (verb) – ruin, destroy, spoil; weaken, 

paralyse, disable. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, 

up to this point. 

 cling on (to) (phrasal verb) – hold on to, hang 

on to, hold tightly grip, grasp, attach oneself 

to. 

 sheer (adjective) – complete, absolute, total, 

thorough, consummate. 

 repression (noun) – suppression, oppression, 

quelling, restraining/stifling. 

 sustainable (adjective) – acceptable, 

trustworthy, reliable, dependable. 

 impoverished (adjective) – weakened, 

exhausted, drained, diminished, depleted. 
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